
   

Economic Value of LGD 
Many farmers who are new to the world 
of working livestock guardian dogs 
experience a great deal of sticker shock 
when they first learn the cost of a well 
bred working prospect puppy from a 
good breeder. "$1,000?!" they exclaim. 
"For a puppy?!" But that puppy from a 
good breeder who health tests her 
breeding dogs, only breeds proven, 
quality dogs with the best possible chance 
of producing pups as good as or better 
than themselves, carefully matches each 
puppy to the buyer, and who offers 
lifetime support for each and every puppy 
she sells will grow up to pay for itself 
many times over as it protects the 
farmer's valuable herd.  
 

This value should also be considered for 
the number of dogs needed. Skimping on 
the necessary number of dogs for the job 
can result in the loss of both livestock 
and their courageous protectors. 
  

Training an LGD  

LGDs are still dogs and thus still fall 
under the same principles of learning 
theory as any other dog. Behaviors which 
are rewarded are more likely to occur 
again and behaviors which fail to be 
rewarded will eventually disappear. 
Where they differ, however, is in their 
motivations and their desire to engage 
with you. 

 
Even LGD breeds kept as pets are quite 
independent. They are typically very 
aloof with strangers and will make 
assessments on who/what they consider a 
threat without any input from the 
handler. They bond very deeply and love 
very strongly, but this does not translate 
into a dog that has much interest in what 
you want. They aren't very playful, and 
they don't tend to do activities, which are 
"a waste of energy". Their instinct is to 
be calm, conserve energy, and be vigilant 
so as to spring into action the moment a 
threat is perceived. 

 

Legitimate Breeds of LGD 
We hear these questions nearly every day 
on LGD forums and Facebook pages and 
they go something like this - Can I use a 
Great Dane as a LGD? Or a St. 
Bernard? How about a heeler and 
Golden crossbred? My neighbor has 
some great pups that are a cross between 
a Great Pyrenees and an Aussie, so 
would they make a good LGD? We also 
see lots of dogs advertised as LGDs – but 
they aren’t. 
 

Being a LGD is not a job you can train 
any other breed to perform. Developed 
over centuries by working shepherds, 
livestock guard dog breeds possess a 
specific set of qualities and behaviors that 
make them excel at this very special 
work. With over 40 breeds of legitimate 
livestock guardians, there are a variety of 
temperaments and traits to choose from.  



 

 

LEARNING 
ABOUT  

LIVESTOCK 
GUARDIAN DOGS 

WHAT IS AN LGD? 
Livestock Guardian Dogs protect livestock 
by barking and scent-marking and by 
patrolling the pasture and pursuing any 
predator that threatens the flock. To fully 
utilize the protective instincts of the 
guardian dog, a strong bond must be 
formed between it and the livestock. 
 
Guardian dogs are not herding dogs. 
Independent behavior is encouraged. The 
dog remains with the sheep because it has 
been raised with them since puppyhood 
and considers itself a member of the flock. 
Its protective behavior is largely instinctive 
and relatively little formal training is 
required other than timely correction of 
undesirable behavior such as biting or 
wandering. A dog’s success as a livestock 
guardian is the result of a quality genetic 
background combined with proper rearing 
and bonding with the flock. 
 
Livestock guardian dogs were bred to 
perform one specific task – guarding 
livestock – and never gained the wide-
spread popularity of other, more sociable 
breeds. Consequently, most breeds of 
guardian dogs are completely unfamiliar to 
North Americans. Regardless of the breed, 
all guardian dogs have similar 
characteristics. 
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SEMINARS AND EDUCATIONAL 
PRESENTATIONS AVAILABLE: 

• LGD Training Predators– Children's 
seminar on genetics 

• Learning About LGDs— What is an LGD, 
Buying, and Breeds 

• Learning About LGDs— Training an LGD 
Puppy 

• Learning About LGD—  Training an LGD 
Adult 

• Custom presentations available upon request 
Anna Abney 

anna@centralasianshepherd.org  
  

 
 

For more information about livestock 
guardians, visit our Facebook educational 

group: Learning About LGDs 
www.facebook.com/groups/ 

LearningAboutLGDs 
 


